
Annex 1 
 
Cabinet Member briefing note 
 
Under the Environment Act 2021, all planning permissions granted in England (with 

a few exemptions) will have to deliver 10% biodiversity net gain (BNG) from 

November 2023, to be calculated using the Defra Biodiversity Metric.  

 

The consultation on BNG regulations and implementation was launched in January 

2022 and ran for 12 weeks. The government’s response to this consultation was 

published on 21 February 2023. A summary of the key points is attached in Annex 2. 

 

Defra have provided grant funding to the local authorities in England, to support local 

planning authorities in their preparations for the introduction of mandatory BNG 

during the transition period.  

 

There is still significant additional guidance required from central Government to 

guide local authority work on BNG delivery. This is expected in the coming months. 

Once this is received, officers will be producing a protocol for BNG delivery that will 

be presented to Members in due course.  

 

2022/23 

 

For the financial year 2022/23, the DEFRA grant is £26,807 (see Annex 3). A 

number of conditions are attached, including that the funding must only be used by 

the local authority between 1 April 2022 and 31 March 2023 to deliver measures that 

prepare for applying at least a 10% biodiversity net gain, and that if there are funds 

left over at the end of the financial year they may be carried over into the next 

financial year in a Biodiversity Net Gain ring-fenced reserve. However, where there 

are large underspends the department reserves the right to reduce allocations in 

future years. 

 

Each Local Authority must confirm acceptance of the conditions individually, and 

sign and submit them to DEFRA by 30/03/23. 

 

Kent County Council have developed a proposal to pool a proportion of the county’s 

grants, to increase the capacity of the Kent Ecological Advice Service (EAS) in order 

to provide special BNG advice on planning applications. Officers have assessed this 

proposal and consider this the most efficient way to develop BNG capability and 

intend to commit to this before the end of the financial year in order to meet the grant 

conditions.  

 

2023/24 

 

For the financial year 2023/24, DEFRA has provisionally allocated a grant of 

£15,638. DEFRA will confirm this early in the 2023/24 financial year. There will then 

be an opportunity to agree the approach to utilising this additional amount and the 



report proposes that this is delegated to the Director of Planning, Housing & 

Environmental Health in consultation with the Cabinet Member to accept the funding 

and to agree a delivery proposal.  

 

Work relating to the implementation of the BNG requirements is a new burden and in 

order to successfully implement, this funding is considered necessary to support 

activity. There is therefore not considered to be an alternative to accepting this 

funding.  

 


